


Overview

● In IORA, the issue of marine pollution has been highlighted in both the Jakarta (2017) and
Dhaka (2019) Declaration on the Blue Economy with a need to prioritize this issue in IORA’s
Blue Economy agenda.

● The GIZ Marine Litter Project “Support to the BMU in the implementation of the funding
program “Marine Debris Framework – Regional Hubs around the Globe”, funded by the
German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety
(BMU), and the GIZ Project “Strengthening the IORA Secretariat” funded by the German
Foreign Office, will contribute towards an IORA Strategic framework of action on marine
debris by providing technical expertise and supporting the development of the content.

● The IORA strategic framework will follow the direction taken by “The ASEAN framework of
Action on Marine Debris”, adopted in 2017 and other regional approaches already in
implementation. It will address the expectations of the future global plastic agreement as
requested by the Resolution “End plastic pollution: Towards an international legally binding
instrument” as an outcome of the 5th UN Environmental Assembly held between February
28th and March 2nd, 2022.

● The negative impacts of marine debris on the environment, the economy and potentially
human health are known, undisputable and an urgent call for action is needed. According to
the UNEA, the amount of plastic pollution entering the oceans is set to triple by 2040
without meaningful actions as shown in the figure below.

● Addressing marine litter is contributing to the following Sustainable development goals:

SDG 12 “Sustainable
production & consumption”

SDG 13 “climate action” SDG 14 “Life below water”

● Those sustainable development goals are all linked and require a global approach to the
problem. A healthy marine environment is humanity’s best ally in fighting climate change
and a responsible production and consumption of products is needed to prevent plastics to
enter the marine environment causing long lasting economic and environmental damages.



In preparation for Strategic Framework of Action on Marine Debris in the Indian Ocean, a
questionnaire has been sent out to all IORA member states to assess marine litter issues. The
questionnaire gathers the current state of affairs in terms of waste management service provision,
known causes for plastic pollution and existing or planned strategic responses on national level.

The general consensus so far has been that:

1. The non-existence or poor performance of waste management systems are major
contributing factors to marine litter generation.

2. Local communities don’t feel directly concerned about those marine litter issues.
3. Countries have been initiating nationwide action plans to combat marine debris.
4. All member states agree that marine litter pollution impacts their economy.
5. The core challenge is preventing uncontrolled waste disposal on land, in many countries still

the major source of plastic waste that enters rivers and oceans.

Responding to the problems raised in the questionnaire the objectives of the proposed strategic
framework are to:

- Support the formulation of projects on policy advice, capacity building, technological

cooperation and investments.

- Develop actionable strategies to reduce the amount of waste and thus plastic waste.

- Promote the international exchange of knowledge and experiences in waste management

circular economy and marine litter.

- Enhance collaboration and initiate further processes with the Dialogue Partners in

combatting marine pollution.

- Implementing an IORA Initiative to combat the marine plastic contamination in the region.

- Develop an IORA Declaration on Combatting Marine Debris, supported by a list of projects

and measures which can be implemented by Member States.



The results of the final workshop (Final Strategic Framework) will be based on the zero draft of the
framework, presented during the second workshop and the successive rounds of commenting from
the member states. The workshop will also provide the opportunity for thematic networking among
participants initiating a first opportunity on IORA support on exchange and capacity development.


